The Legislative Assembly
A Short Review of the Simla Session
The Assembly session which commenced on the 31st, August and con-
cluded on the 16th, October held 34 sittings, being the longest session
ever held in Simla. Public interest may be judged by the fact that no
less than 7,537 visitors attended, the galleries giving an average of 221
a day for the seating accommodation of 275. The highest attendance
was on the day the Viceroy addressed both the Houses when 370 persons
occupied the galleries.
During the session official Bills were passed, relating to Company
Law, Cantonment Act, Red Cross Emblem^ Rubber Control, Chittagong
Port, Bangalore Marriage Validation, Red Cross Property (Burma
Share), Tea Control, Tea Marketing, Civil Procedure Code and General
Clauses Act.
Four official Bills of a contentious character were sent round for
circulation, namely, Bills amending the Trade Disputes Act, Military
Manoeuvre Bill, Ticketless Travel Bill and the Bill amending the Motor
Vehicles Act.
As for the non-official business no private Bill was passed except
the Ajmere Durgah Bill which had been passed by the Council of
State while only one non-official resolution relating to agricultural in-
debtedness was passed and the other resolution about official interfer-
ence in elections, though it was discussed for three days, could not be
voted on. Dr. De&hmukh's Hindu Women's Bight to Property Bill
was referred to a select committee.
Of the numerous motions of adjournment one was carried, two were
rejected, one was talked out and one was withdrawn. The Congress
party's walk-out and non-attendance of the Viceroy's address indicated
the adherence of the party to the creed of their predecessors in the
Assembly. The Government did not lose a single Bill during the ses-
sion and was able to pilot the Company Law in accordance with the
main principles the Government had laid down. Various amendments
carried by the Congress party and the European group were within the
scope allowed by the Government's attitude and such as fell outside
those bounds were generally defeated by the alliance of other
non-official parties with the Government. Questions, resolutions, non-
official Bills, adjournment motions and amendments to the Company
Bill were mostly the work of the Congress party, who thus functioned
as the main Opposition party.
The House divided about 20 times and saccess to Government and
the Opposition was almost equally distributed in aggregate.